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Hello SPES Families, 
 

The last few weeks in October were incredible with Unity Day and our 
Halloween Parade! Thank you for all of your enthusiasm for these wonderful 
Severna Park traditions. The children have loved these special occasions and it 
has brought us together as a community. We are also full swing into our reading 
programs and our young readers are off to a great start at Chessie and the Bobcat 
Book Club (BBC)! Thank you to Mrs. Connelly and the amazing volunteers who 
are supporting this program this year. 

 

As we near the end of the first marking period, we often think of the first 
quarter successes and challenges. You can help your child share academic 
responsibility and set goals by discussing assignments that come home, looking 
at the Parent Connect Grade book, and teaching him/her to ask for help in the 
classroom. Children can even benefit when 
you share stories of ways you worked through 
academic challenges or are currently learning 
something new! The end of the marking period 
is November 8th and report cards will go home 
on the 20th. 

 

Our other calendar item is American 
Education Week, November 18-22. All families 
are welcome on November 22nd for our Open 
House. This is an opportunity for you to sit in 
your child’s class and catch a glimpse of the 
magic students and teachers experience every 
day. Please see the enclosed flyer and be sure 
to complete the Google Sign-Up form so that 
we can have badges prepared for you in the 
office. 

 
    It is going to be a wonderful month of 
learning! Thank you for your continued 
support! 

  
Sincerely, 
Lorie Barnes 
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Nov 7 
Fall Photo Re-take day 

 
November 7&8 

2-hr Early Dismissal 
 

Nov 14 
Chick-Fil-A Spirit Day 

 
Nov 18-22  

American Education Week 
 

Nov 19-22  
Take Your Parent to PE  

 
Nov 20 

Report Card distribution 
for all students 

 
Nov 22 

Classroom Visits  
9:05—11:00 

 
 

 

 
Volunteer Video &  

 Verification Form 

Chaperone Site 

Transportation 

Parent CONNECTxp 

https://forms.gle/LRKb3bpMm9kiXZbA7
https://forms.gle/LRKb3bpMm9kiXZbA7
https://forms.gle/LRKb3bpMm9kiXZbA7
https://www.aacps.org/Page/2460
https://www.aacps.org/Page/2460
https://www.aacps.org/chaperone
https://www.aacps.org/transportation
https://www.aacps.org/Page/1325
http://busstops.aacps.org/Details.aspx?school=2202


Volunteering at S.P.E.S 
 

Thank you  to everyone who has volunteered to support our students and staff. Our children greatly benefit 

from your hard work and dedication. We hope to see you again this fall and we welcome new families to join! Our 

volunteers assist on field trips, reading programs, after school activities, gardening, and more! In accordance with 

AACPS policies, all volunteers must complete a training video, which is available at aacps.org. Depending on the 

assignment, consistent volunteers must complete a background check and all volunteers participate in an orientation 

meeting held by our Volunteer Coordinator and Reading Specialist, Lori Bortner. The process can take up to three 

weeks depending on the volume of applications, so please start the process early. We appreciate your commitment to 

our children’s safety and completing all necessary paperwork prior to volunteering. If you have any questions, please call 

the main office. 

 

Hello, I’m Mrs. Katie McCord, SPES School Counselor 
 
The November character trait is empathy. Empathy is the ability to understand how 

someone else is feeling or to understand their situation. It’s commonly referred to as the 

ability to “put yourself in someone else’s shoes.”  Children who can understand other perspectives can 

deal with conflicts more peacefully, reserve judging others, and stand up for others.  
 

If we desire that children learn to accept others for who they are, we need to pay attention to adult 

behaviors and how we interact with friends and strangers. Kids will emulate what they see. When we 

show acceptance in our personal lives, our kids follow in our accepting footsteps. Be aware of how you 

talk about people who are different from yourself. Also, take time to recognize and discuss differences 

within your own family. I am sure most of us could easily find a few disparities to discuss. To help your 

children develop empathy and perspective, you can call attention when they do a caring act and explain 

why it was kind and how it could make someone else feel. Another teachable moment is to call attention 

when they do an uncaring act and explain why it was unkind and then help your child understand how 

someone else experiences a situation. Continue to help them to think of what they can do to make the 

situation better. As parents and educators, we know mistakes help us learn and when they do something 

that hurts someone’s feelings, it’s a mistake we can learn from to have a better outcome in the future. 

Don’t miss these opportunities to make the world a better place! 
 

During the month, we will add empathy creatures to the character gardens in order to show our growth in 

accepting others. Students will write or draw something related to empathy.  
 

Middle School Magnet School applications:  (http://www.aacps.org/magnet) are due by noon on 

November 26
th
. 

 

November Class Counseling Lessons:  
K-2

nd
 grade: Empathy & Positive Practices 

3
rd

 grade:  Empathy & Substance Abuse 
4

th 
grade:  Empathy & Peer Pressure 

5
th
 grade:  Empathy & Cyberbullying  

https://www.aacps.org/Page/6543
mailto:KMcCord@aacps.org
http://www.aacps.org/magnet


SEVERNA PARK ES 
6 RIGGS AVENUE 

SEVERNA PARK 
MD 21146 

Tel:   410-222-6577 
Fax:  410-222-6522 

 

 

 

TIMES TO REMEMBER 
Doors Open:  8:50 am 

Attendance:  9:05 am 
 

If a student (s) arrives 
late, the parent or 
guardian must bring the 
student (s) to the office 
to sign them in and get a 
late pass. 

 

Students must be in 
their seat or they will be 
marked tardy and sent to 
the office for a late pass. 
 

If a student is leaving 
early, parent/guardian 
must come to the office 
and sign the student out. 
 

Dismissal: 3:30pm 
 

***** 

If AACPS announces a 2 
hour delay, doors will 
open at 10:50 am and 

there will be no Chessie. 
 

If there is a 2 Hour Early 
Dismissal, students will 
be dismissed at 1:30 pm. 

 

Follow Us on Twitter 
@SPESaacps  

***And NEW*** 

SPES 
Kindergarten  

@SPKindergarten 

...Mindset  Moment 
“The highest form of knowledge is empathy.”   
 

~Bill Bullard 

  

 

 

 

Follow the Library on Twitter for the latest Chessie and 

Bobcat Book Club updates. 
 

 

 

Human Relations Committee 
Food Drive Success!  You and your children are really 

helping hungry families in Anne Arundel County this season.  The students embraced the 
spirit days with pizazz and we filled 57 boxes of delicious food which includes 4 boxes for 

our partner school families at Park Elementary. 
 

Holiday Gifts and Bags:  This year the SPES PTA in partnership with 

the Human Relations Committee will once again adopt some families from Park Elementary and do the 
smaller sized gift bags for students at Annapolis Elementary.  Last year, the PTA provided gifts for two 
families and the SPES Staff provided gifts for one family.  We also had some parents whose businesses, 
sports team and communities adopted families for Park Elementary families and children.  As a school we 
hope to adopt three or four families this year.  Please contact the Park Elementary school social worker, 
Christina Schiavone, directly at cschiabone@aacps.org and/or me at kmccord@aacps.org if you have a 
group interested in adopting a family at Park Elementary this year. 
 

This month the Human Relations Service Leaders students will spread joy to the residents of Sunrise 
Assisted Living Center. 

mailto:cschiabone@aacps.org
mailto:kmccord@aacps.org


 

Severna Park Elementary 

6 Riggs Avenue 

Severna Park, MD 21146 

  

November 19th-22nd  

Attention Parents! 
In celebration of our Physical Education 

Program, we invite you to participate 

with your child during this exciting event! 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Take Your Parent to PE Week is an event designed to give each and every parent the opportunity to sample the 
Physical Education Program at Severna Park Elementary with their child. It is a national event sponsored by Active 
Schools.  
 

When to Come: During your child’s PE class(es) during the scheduled week. If you are unsure of when your child 
attends PE, please email rawiles@aacps.org  

 

What to Bring: Appropriate attire, including sneakers and comfortable, loose-fitting clothing. You may also want 
to bring a water bottle. Please make sure to bring your state issued ID card.   

 

What to Expect: This is a hands-on experience! Come ready to engage in games and activities planned for your 
child’s PE class. We understand that adults do not move in the same ways as children, so you can play at your own 
comfort level.  

 

Pre-Register: https://forms.gle/gWxMz61wv2zXSwJ88 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email rawiles@aacps.org or call 410-222-6577. 

 
Sincerely, 

Rich Wiles 

Physical Educator 
 
 
 

Learn more about our instructional program by visiting www.OPENPhysEd.org. 

mailto:rawiles@aacps.org
https://forms.gle/gWxMz61wv2zXSwJ88


Come visit your child’s classroom and celebrate learning 
on November 22nd from 9:05-11:00 a.m.! 
Check with your child’s teacher for details. 

American Education Week runs from 
November 18th-22nd 
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